	Introduction Rubric


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 



	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Hook 
	Hook captivates the audience and makes them want to know more. 

	A hook was attempted and somewhat captivates the reader’s attention. 
	Hook was attempted but the reader is not engaged. 
	Hook is missing and/or reader is not engaged. 

	Length 
	Paragraph meets the length requirement. 

	Paragraph is missing 1 sentence in order to meet length requirement. 
	Paragraph is missing multiple sentences in order to meet the length requirement. 
	Paragraph is not developed and does not meet the length requirement. 

	Thesis Statement 
	Thesis statement is easily identifiable and contains all the qualities of a good thesis. The location of the thesis is also correct. 

	The thesis is identifiable but the statement does not contain all the elements of a strong thesis statement. The location of the thesis is correct. 
	The thesis statement is lacking in areas and/or is in the wrong location. 
	The thesis statement is not included in the intro. paragraph. 

	Progress 
	Substantial effort and progress has been made through the creation of the map, first draft, and now the second draft of the intro. 
	Progress had been made through the creation of the map, first draft, and now the second draft of the intro. 
	Little progress has been made through the creation of the map, first draft, and now the second draft of the intro. 
	No progress has been made through the creation of the map, first draft, and now the second draft of the intro. 


	Body Paragraphs Rubric



	


	CATEGORY 
	3 
	2 
	1 
	0 

	Transitions 
	Transitions are easily identifiable at the beginning of each paragraph and also are used correctly within the paragraphs to take the reader from one idea to the next. 

	Transitions are identifiable and are used within the paragraphs to take the reader from one idea to the next. 
	Transitions are only used at the beginning of paragraphs. 
	No transitions were stated. 

	Topic Sentence 
	The topic sentence clearly informs the reader of the subject of the body paragraphs. 
	The topic sentence informs the reader of the subject of the body paragraphs. 

	The topic sentence does not directly link to the main idea of the body paragraph. 
	The topic sentence does not inform the reader of what they should expect to see in the body paragraph. 

	Supporting Sentences 
	The sentences clearly support the topic sentences and there is enough details included to meet length requirement. 
	The sentences supports the topic sentences and there is enough details included to meet length requirement. 

	The sentences are not easily readable and do not support the topic sentence; in turn, does not meet the length requirement. 
	Missing supportive sentences. 

	Wrap-up 
	The paragraph has a sense of conclusion about it with the last sentence tying the reader back to the topic sentence. 

	The paragraph is complete but needs to be tied back to the topic sentence a little more clearly. 
	The paragraph needs more wrap-up so that the reader is reminded of the topic sentence and main idea stated within the paragraph. 
	The body paragraph is stopped abruptly. 

	Aligned with Thesis Statement 
	The paragraphs is directly aligned with the thesis statement 

	  
	  
	The paragraphs is not aligned with the thesis statement. 

	Conventions 
	The paragraphs are free of most grammar mistakes such as cap., end marks, and spelling. 

	The paragraphs are have few grammar mistakes such as cap., end marks, and spelling, but are still comprehendible. 
	The paragraphs are difficult to understand due to grammar mistakes such as cap., end marks, and spelling. 
	The paragraphs are not comprehendible due to grammar mistakes. 


	Conclusion Paragraph



	


	CATEGORY 
	3 
	2 
	1 
	0 

	Transition 
	The transition into the paragraph are easily identifiable at the beginning of paragraph and also are used correctly within the paragraphs to take the reader from one idea to the next. 

	Transitions are identifiable and are used within the paragraphs to take the reader from one idea to the next. 
	Transitions are only used at the beginning of the paragraph. 
	No transitions were stated. 

	Topic Sentence 
	The topic sentence clearly informs the reader of the subject of the body paragraphs. 

	The topic sentence informs the reader of the subject of the body paragraphs. 
	The topic sentence does not directly link to the main idea of the body paragraph. 
	The topic sentence does not inform the reader of what they should expect to see in the body paragraph. 

	Supporting Sentences 
	The sentences clearly support the topic sentences and there is enough details included to meet length requirement. 
	The sentences support the topic sentences and there are enough details included to meet length requirement. 

	The sentences are not easily readable and do not support the topic sentence; in turn, does not meet the length requirement. 
	Missing supportive sentences. 

	Impact
	The paragraph has a sense of conclusion about it leaving the readers strongly impacted and/or influenced.
	The paragraph has a sense of conclusion about it leaving the readers slightly impacted and/or influenced

	The paragraph needs more wrap-up so that the readers are reminded of the original purpose. The paragraph is lacking a sense of closure.  
	The body paragraph is stopped abruptly. 

	Restates the  Thesis Statement 
	Yes

	  
	  
	NO 
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The Death Penalty: Should it be Illegal?

Since the United States (U.S.) started taking part in the death penalty, 140 men and women have been released from death row, some just hours and minutes away from execution (Death). Many people have many different opinions and views concerning whether or not the death penalty should be legal. How does anyone know if the person being sentenced is truly guilty? Can it be considered cruel and unusual punishment? Undoubtedly, the United States government and criminal justice system should not sentence anyone to the death penalty.


First of all, the death penalty is incredibly unfair. There really is no way to tell if someone truly committed a crime. Sure, they may be in prison and may have been found guilty, but that does not mean that person really committed that crime. U.S. Liberal Politics states “Since 1973, 108 people in 25 states have been released from death row because they were found innocent” (White). If 108 innocent people have been released, how many innocent victims have not? On the other hand, someone may have committed an awful crime, but may have been under the influence of something or may have a valid reasoning for doing wrong. A reason could be that the convict may have been using self- defense and may have had no other choice but to possibly kill someone, but they were sent to prison and sentenced to the death penalty. Many people may consider this unfair. There are many different situations people are in and there are numerous wrong things people have done, but there is no need to kill them. The majority of people learn from their mistakes. Although there is a huge difference in big crime like murdering someone and a small crime like stealing a pack of gum, both crimes are crimes no matter what. Both are wrong and the people committing the crimes should be punished, but not with death. Teach these people a lesson, make them realize what they did was wrong by taking the proper actions, but do not kill them. Not only would killing them be wrong but very unfair because they will never get the chance to learn from their mistake and try to make things better. 


On another note, sentencing someone to the death penalty is cruel punishment no one should have to go through. Many prisoners are killed by lethal injections or by the electric chair (Venture). Those are things no one should have to go through. Send them to prison for the rest of their lives, but do not kill them like this. Those are awful ways to die. These convicts also have families that no one thinks about or takes into consideration. Yes, these families are probably extremely disappointed with the person who committed the crime, but they do not want them dead. This is a hard enough time for the family as it is, because people not only frown upon the convict, but also the family who still stands behind them. While trying to battle with the fact that one of their relatives is going to be killed, the family also has deal with everyone talking badly about them. What people do not see is that it not only hurts the person who committed the crime but also hurts their loved ones (King). Furthermore, what does sentencing someone to the death penalty teach not only adults but children? By sentencing someone to death, this is telling and teaching people that it is okay to solve a problem by killing someone (King). For example if a young child has a relative that went to prison and then was sentenced to the death penalty, this child saw his loved one killed because someone did not agree with what he or she did. This child then grows up and one day decides he or she does not like or agree with they saw someone do, so they kill them. That is not right. This all happened because he or she thought it was okay because he saw a family member sentenced to the death penalty. Death is not the answer, ever. Killing someone is not an acceptable or appropriate way to solve problems (King). Death is very traumatic in any case, but the death penalty is very cruel. 


On the other side of the topic, people may say that the death penalty is very necessary because it is what the criminal deserves and it is not at all cruel punishment. It is said that “the death penalty is for the worst of the worst” (Venture), but how is this giving someone who is truly sorry another chance? Taking their life is not the answer. Another argument supporting the subject is that it is not really teaching others a bad lesson, not if they really know right from wrong, but killing anyone because of something they did or an action they took is showing others that it is okay. It is not right for anyone’s life to be taken because of something they did, without being given the chance to realize what they did was wrong and finding the want to change how they act or go about situations. Others could say that it is okay for the murderers to be sentenced to the death penalty because it would only be fair. They are getting what they deserve for killing someone, but what if the convicted murderer only killed someone because they were being attacked, or they themselves were about to be killed. It was strictly self-defense, but for some reason the judge did not see it that way. Many innocent people go to jail all the time. There was an instance that a man was taken to jail and on death row for five years because they thought he murdered his wife. He was sent to jail because two dental experts, who had not been experts for very long, said the tooth mark in the woman matched the husband’s teeth. Later, they found the man innocent. He spent all that time in jail, away from his children for nothing. (Vollertsen) Even though many people think the death penalty is a good idea and should be legal, they should look at the other side of the topic and see how cruel it really is.


The death penalty is something that should not be taken lightly. It is a very controversial topic, but people should take the time to see both sides of the subject. People do not realize that by sentencing someone to the death penalty it affects the criminal’s loved ones in many ways. Other’s should put themselves in the criminal’s shoes or try to think about what it would be like to be them to see how unfair being sentenced to death really is. The death penalty is something that the United States government and criminal justice system should think twice about and should make illegal. 

References

Death Penalty Focus. (2009, March 31). Working for alternatives to the death penalty. Retrieved 

from http://www.deathpenalty.org/section.php?id=13.

King, R. (N.d.) Should the death penalty be allowed? Retrieved from   

http://deathpenalty.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=1324

Venture Articles. (N.d.) Why should we not have the death penalty? Retrieved from

            http://www.venturearticles.com/why-should-we-not-have-the-death-penalty.html

Vollertsen, N. (N.d.) Innocent and condemned to die: the story of greg wilhoit. Retrieved from 

            http://www.deathpenalty.org/article.php?id=50

White, D. (N.d.) Readers Respond: Why should the U.S. abolish the death penalty. Retrieved 

            from http://usliberals.about.com/u/ua/deathpenalty/deathpenaltyquestion.htm.

2nd Draft
The Death Penalty: Should it be illegal?

Amanda Boehm

Rowan Cabarrus Community College

The Death Penalty: Should it be illegal?

Is it fair?
 
Many people have many different opinions and views concerning whether or not the death penalty should be legal. How does anyone know if the person being sentenced is truly guilty?
 Can it be considered cruel and unusual punishment? Undoubtedly, the United States government and criminal justice system should not sentence anyone to the death penalty
.


First of all, 
the death penalty is incredibly unfair. How do we know if the convict actually committed the crime? Sure, they may be in prison and may have been found guilty, but that does not mean that person really committed that crime. “Since 1973, 108 people in 25 states have been released from death row because they were found innocent” (Readers). 
If 108 innocent people have been released, how many innocent victims have not? On the other hand, someone may have committed an awful crime, but may have been under the influence of something or may have a valid reasoning for doing wrong. A reason could be that the convict may have been using self- defense and may have had no other choice but to possibly kill someone, but they were sent to prison and sentenced to the death penalty. How is that okay or right or fair
? There are many different situations people are in and there are numerous wrong things people have done, but there is no need to kill them. The majority of people learn from their mistakes
. Would it be fair to kill someone every time they did something wrong? Although there is a huge difference in big crime like murdering someone and a small crime like stealing a pack of gum, both crimes are crimes no matter what. Both are wrong and the people committing the crimes should be punished, but not with death. Teach these people a lesson, make them realize what they did was wrong by taking the proper actions, but do not kill them. Not only would killing them be wrong but it would also be very unfair because they will never get the chance to learn from their mistake and try to make things better. 


On another note
, sentencing someone to the death penalty is cruel punishment no one should have to go through.
 Many prisoners are killed by lethal injections, being beheaded, being shot by a firing squad, and electrocution or getting the electric chair (Why). Those are things no one should have to go through. Send them to prison for the rest of their lives, but do not kill them like this. Those are awful ways to die. These convicts also have families that no one thinks about or takes into consideration. Yes, these families are probably extremely disappointed with the person who committed the crime, but they do not want them dead. This is a hard enough time for the family as it is, because people not only frown upon the convict, but also the family who still stands behind them. While trying to battle with the fact that one of their relatives is going to be killed, the family also has deal with everyone talking badly about them. What people do not see is that it not only hurts the person who committed the crime but also hurts their loved ones (King). Furthermore, what does sentencing someone to the death penalty teach not only adults but children? By sentencing someone to death, this is telling and teaching people that it is okay to solve a problem by killing someone (King). For example if a young child has a relative that went to prison and then was sentenced to the death penalty, this child saw his loved one killed because someone did not agree with what he or she did. This child then grows up and one day decides he or she does not like or agree with they saw someone do, so they kill them. 
That is not right. This all happened because he or she thought it was okay because he saw a family member sentenced to the death penalty. Death is not the answer, ever. Killing someone is not an acceptable or appropriate way to solve problems (King). 
Death is very traumatic in any case, but the death penalty is very cruel. 


On the other side of the topic
, people may say that the death penalty is very necessary because it is what the criminal deserves and it is not at all cruel punishment. It is said that “the death penalty is for the worst of the worst”
 (Why), but how is this giving someone who is truly sorry another chance? Taking their life is not the answer. Another argument supporting the subject is that it is not really teaching others a bad lesson, not if they really know right from wrong, but killing anyone because of something they did or an action they took is showing others that it is okay. It is not right for anyone’s life to be taken because of something they did, without being given the chance to realize what they did was wrong and finding the want to change how they act or go about situations. Others could say that it is okay for the murderers to be sentenced to the death penalty because it would only be fair. They are getting what they deserve for killing someone, but what if the convicted murderer only killed someone because they were being attacked, or they themselves were about to be killed. It was strictly self-defense, but for some reason the judge did not see it that way. Many innocent people go to jail all the time. If that was one of those times, and an innocent person was sentenced to the death penalty, how is that fair? Their life should not be taken because they were falsely accused. Even though many people think the death penalty is a good idea and should be legal, they should look at the other side of the 

topic and see how cruel it really is.


All in all 
the death penalty is something that should not be taken lightly. It is a very controversial topic, but people should take the time to see both sides of the subject. People do not realize that by sentencing someone to the death penalty it affects the criminal’s loved ones in many ways. Other’s should put themselves in the criminal’s shoes or try to think about what it would be like to be them to see how unfair being sentenced to death really is. The death penalty is something that the United States government and criminal justice system should think twice about and should make illegal
. 
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The Death Penalty: Should it be illegal?

Is it fair? Many people have many different opinions and views concerning whether or not the death penalty should be legal. How does anyone know if the person being sentenced is truly guilty? Can it be considered cruel and unusual punishment? Undoubtedly, the United States government and criminal justice system should not sentence anyone to the death penalty.


First of all, the death penalty is incredibly unfair. How do we know if the convict actually committed the crime? Sure, they may be in prison and may have been found guilty, but that does not mean that person really committed that crime. “Since 1973, 108 people in 25 states have been released from death row because they were found innocent” (Readers). If 108 innocent people have been released, how many innocent victims have not? On the other hand, someone may have committed an awful crime, but may have been under the influence of something or may have a valid reasoning for doing wrong. A reason could be that the convict may have been using self- defense and may have had no other choice but to possibly kill someone, but they were sent to prison and sentenced to the death penalty.
 How is that okay or right or fair? There are many different situations people are in and there are numerous wrong things people have done, but there is no need to kill them. The majority of people learn from their mistakes. Would it be fair to kill someone every time they did something wrong? Although there is a huge difference in big crime like murdering someone and a small crime like stealing a pack of gum, both crimes are crimes no matter what. Both are wrong and the people committing the crimes should be punished, but not with death. Teach these people a lesson, make them realize what they did was wrong by taking the proper actions, but do not kill them. Not only would killing them be wrong but very unfair because they will never get the chance to learn from their mistake and try to make things better. 


On another note, sentencing someone to the death penalty is cruel punishment no one should have to go through. Many prisoners are killed by lethal injections, being beheaded, being shot by a firing squad, and electrocution or getting the electric chair (Why). Those are things no one should have to go through. Send them to prison for the rest of their lives, but do not kill them like this. Those are awful ways to die. These convicts also have families that no one thinks about or takes into consideration. Yes, these families are probably extremely disappointed with the person who committed the crime, but they do not want them dead. This is a hard enough time for the family as it is, because people not only frown upon the convict, but also the family who still stands behind them. While trying to battle with the fact that one of their relatives is going to be killed, the family also has deal with everyone talking badly about them. What people do not see is that it not only hurts the person who committed the crime but also hurts their loved ones 
(King). Furthermore, what does sentencing someone to the death penalty teach not only adults but children? By sentencing someone to death, this is telling and teaching people that it is okay to solve a problem by killing someone (King). For example if a young child has a relative that went to prison and then was sentenced to the death penalty, this child saw his loved one killed because someone did not agree with what he or she did. This child then grows up and one day decides he or she does not like or agree with they saw someone do, so they kill them. 
That is not right. This all happened because he or she thought it was okay because he saw a family member sentenced to the death penalty. Death is not the answer, ever. Killing someone is not an acceptable or appropriate way to solve problems (King). Death is very traumatic in any case, but the death penalty is very cruel. 


On the other side of the topic, people may say that the death penalty is very necessary because it is what the criminal deserves and it is not at all cruel punishment. It is said that “the death penalty is for the worst of the worst” (Should), but how is this giving someone who is truly sorry another chance? Taking their life is not the answer. Another argument supporting the subject is that it is not really teaching others a bad lesson,
 not if they really know right from wrong, but killing anyone because of something they did or an action they took is showing others that it is okay. It is not right for anyone’s life to be taken because of something they did, without being given the chance to realize what they did was wrong and finding the want to change how they act or go about situations. Others could say that it is okay for the murderers to be sentenced to the death penalty because it would only be fair. They are getting what they deserve for killing someone, but what if the convicted murderer only killed someone because they were being attacked, or they themselves were about to be killed. It was strictly self-defense, but for some reason the judge did not see it that way. Many innocent people go to jail all the time. If that was one of those times, and an innocent person was sentenced to the death penalty, how is that fair? Their life should not be taken because they were falsely accused. Even though many people think the death penalty is a good idea and should be legal, they should look at the other side of the topic and see how cruel it really is.


The death penalty is something that should not be taken lightly. It is a very controversial topic, but people should take the time to see both sides of the subject. Being sentenced to death does not only affect the criminal, but also the family. Families already have enough on their plate when they are dealing with a loved one in prison, but knowing that person will be killed and the family will never get the chance to see them again is awful. It is teaching children and adults a bad lesson by showing that taking someone’s life will solve a problem.
 The death penalty is something that the United States government and criminal justice system should think twice about and should make illegal. 
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�I think my hook draws them in.


�I have the 5 required sentences.


�My thesis is in the correct place and is easy to identify.


�My transitions are easy to see at each paragraph.


�My topic sentence informs the reader of whats going to be in the paragraph but could have been better.


�I do have supporting details but I could have maybe given more examples.


�My paragraphs do wrap up with the topic sentence and what was in the paragraph.


�It goes along with the thesis.





�My paragraphs do not have many, if any grammar mistakes.


�I think I had a good transition into the conclusion paragraph.


�The topic sentence informs the reader of how I feel and what I talked about in the paper.


�My sentences do meet the length requirement but I could have done a better job of wraping up. I think I just restated everything too much.


�I think I did leave an impact but could have left a stronger one. 


�I restated my thesis in a new way.


�Great title!


�Is this a good hook? Or is it too short and too broad of a statement.


�How about an astonishing fact. Like the number of individuals on death row from a scholarly source.


�Great defensive statement.


�Great thesis statement. But remember a paragraph is 5-7 sentences. 


�Nice transition


�Nice reference and a good  bit of  information


�You could say one can consider this unfair.





�Is this an opinion.


�Great transition.


�I like your topic sentence.


�This all ties into your closing sentences and pretty much states the same information.


�I’m not sure if this sounds like I am repeating myself or just talking too much here.  Or if I’m just not reading it right.


�I like your wrap up sentence


�Good transition


�It feel you are being specific, where is said?


�My last editor said I needed to find an actual statement or actual information for things I put for examples. I don’t think I need to, just because I am using them for examples. But should I?


�I think it all sounds great with the examples and ties very well to your wrap up sentence.


�I like this transition. 


�


�Good closing statement and wrap up sentence.


�Overall you are a great writer, and really informed others of your topic, and you really argued your side of the issue. Great paper!


�Your first reference needs a hanging indent


�This was a very good intro! Good job!


�Very good point!


�Another good point! I never really thought about what the families may be going through.


�How can you prove that?  Just because a child saw that doesn’t mean they will do that to. What if they become a lawyer to make sure that doesn’t happen to anyone else’s family member? Maybe you should use a different example or at least find a resource to say this is true in some cases.


�What if the criminal is not sorry at all and would do it again if there was a chance, and they just said they were “sorry”?


�That is very true! Good point!


� You said the same thing in the third paragraph, Try to come up with something different otherwise it would sound really repetitive.





